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es r is ; neceſſary to premiſe 
that on the 17th of October 
1 1708, General Stanhope 
4 took poſſeſſion of the iſland 


Charles the Third of Spain, and after 
giving the natives thanks for their zeal 
and aſſiſtance in taking it from the 
French, the ſaid General did in King 
Charles the Third's name ratify and con- 
firm all the privileges they had enjoyed 
till the death of Charles the Second of 
Spain; and the ifland being afterwards 
yielded to the Engliſh, the Duke of Ar- 
gyle plenipotentiary of Queen Ann-did in 
her Majeſty's name confirm all their euſ- 

A3-. toms 


141 
toms and privileges both civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical on the ſame footing they had 
ever before enjoyed them, with this par- 
ticular declaration that the Minorguins 
ſhould never have any reaſon to doubt of 
any promiſe made by her Majeſty. 


Among other things he promiſed in 
the Queen's name that barracks thould 
be built for the troops in leſs than a year's 
time, and that ſea-coal ſhould .be ſent 
from England for their uſe, adding that 
by this means the iſlend would be freed 
from their' heavy contributions ; but the 
not performing theſe two articles obliged 
the inhabitants to ſupply the troops with 
lodging and fire out of the public ſtock, 
as well as oil, water and hay: and alſo 
to provide men and horſes for the march- 
ing regiments, &c. without payment or 
receiving any ſatisfaction for the ſame, 
except for the hay which the officers paid, 


though leſs than its value; theſe were 
deemed 


4:45] 


deemed by the Minorquins to be ſevere 
contributions and great grievances. 


In 1752, after the iſland had been 
burdened with theſe heavy expences for 
upwards of forty years, complaints had 
been for ſeveral years preſented againſt 
Lieutenant-Governor Anſtrutber, the then 
commanding officer, for the great op- 
preſſions laid upon the inhabitants; the 
natives obtained ſome favourable orders 
from his Majeſty and Council which 
ſpread a univerſal joy over all the iſland; 
and thereby the governors were reſtrain- 
ed from ſeizing any part of the duty ari- 
ſing from the Effanque on Brandy, and 
it was confirmed for its former uſe and 
purpoſe; and by theſe orders they were 
delivered from a ſevere ſubjection to the 
military forces. 


After Anſtrutber's neceſſary reſignation, 
General Blakeney was appointed governor, 
and was not a little chagrined at theſe 
new 


* 
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new orders, and exerciſed great ſeverities 
on the inhabitants; Mahin, which bore 
the charges of the agency, felt the cruel 
effects of the Governor's diſpleaſure; for 
advocates, judges, and ſecretaries, were 
there ſuſpended, and at once ſtript of 
their places and honours, which they had 
many years enjoyed by virtue of Briti/h 
royal grants: and his reſentment was car- 
ried ſo far, that he ſent privately wrong 
informations to the court of London, and 
obtained under unjuſt pretences a ſort of 
explanatory orders not agreeable to the 
privileges of the Minorquins which were 
in ſome reſpects contrary to thoſe of 17 52, 
and which were obtained before the Mi- 
norquins were heard; but no ſooner had 
theſe clandeſtine orders reached the ears 
of the people, but they immediately ſent 
two agents to London, whoſe juſt repre- 
ſentations laſted till 1756, and unhappily 
failed of the defired effect on account of 
the iſland being invaded and taken by the 
French, The natives not being allowed 


the 
i 
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the uſe of arms, could not prevent the 
landing of the French, but however they 
gave all poſſible aſſiſtance to the Engl/:/þ 
both of money and proviſions ; their loy- 
alty and affection to Creat-Britain was 
unqueſtiopably experienced both at that 
time and upwards of forty years before. 


When the iſland was reſtored to Great- 
Britain in 1763, the natives were then in 
hopes of the redreſs of many grievapces 
they laboured under ; but Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor Jobnſten, inſtead of alleviating 
them did mightily increaſe the weight of 
their burdens, and ſeemed by his conduct 
to aim chiefly at his own intereſt and the 
making of money. 


In the firſt place he in his Majeſty's 
name publiſhed orders directly contrary 
to the late treaty of peace, which brought 
the ifland into the greateſt confuſion and 
perplexity. 


The 
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The Minorguins applied thereupon by 
writing to Mr. Johnſton, who on the 18th 
of November 1763, iſſued out a decree, 
which, in a great meaſure, was contradic- 
| tory to what he had before publiſhed in 
the King's name; and a part of it was a 
confirmation of his former orders againſt 
the late treaty of peace : But other arti- 
cles mentioned in the repreſentation of 
the iſland were unnoticed and unattended 
to by the ſaid Lieutenant-Governor, which 
was deſigned to render the ſituation of the 
inhabitants uncertain and perplexed, and 
to make the juſtice of their cauſe appear 
doubtful. 2 


The Minorguins offered to give up the 
product of the Eflangue-Duty on Brandy ; 
a moiety of which belongs to them, in 
order that proper barracks ſhould be built 
for the ſoldiers, though the Duke of Ar- 
g yle plenipotentiary of Queen Ann, had 
promiſed that barracks ſhould be built at 

i her 


(9] 

her Majeſty's expence. This appears by 
the eſtabliſhment of this duty by Gover- 
nor Kane, and its approbation by the roy- 
al orders in council of 1752 and 17533 
but notwithſtanding this juſt and reaſon- 
able propoſal made by the Minorquins, it 
was altogether rejected by Mr. Jobnſton, 
who acquainted the magiſtrates in writ- 
ing that he had no inſtructions, nei- 
ther was it his inclination, to apply 
any part of this duty to the uſe they 
propoſed; and he afterwards took the 
hberty to ſeize this confiderable revenue 
for his own purpoſes, in violation of its 
firſt eftabliſhment and of the royal orders 
before-mentioned. 


And what is moſt aſtoniſhing is, that 
he ſhould affirm facts before the King 
and Council that are contrary to truth; 
for when the memorials were preſented 
by the agent of the Minorquins, Mr. 
Fobn/ton declared that he never received 
any money of the Eftanque-Duty, but 

5 


that 


10 


that the ſaid money was in the hands of 
the collector at Mahon, whereas the col- 
lector has declared on oath before the 
commiſſioners appointed by the King and 
Council for examining witneſſes, that he 
delivered the whole amount of this duty 
to the Rev. Mr. Clarke, ſecretary to Mr. 
Jobnſton, by his orders; for which he has 
the proper diſcharges in his poſſeſſion, 


Mr. Johmſton acted in the ſame manner 
with the yearly amount of the Anchorage- 
Duty eſtabliſhed by Governor Kane on 
foreign veſſels only, for the purpoſe of 
building a lazaretto in Mahon, which 
would tend to the increafe of commerce, 
and be for the benefit of the public: 
This deſign was alſo approved of by his 
Majeſty's royal orders. Upon this charge 
Mr. Jobnſton anſwered in writing before 
the King and Council, that the Ancho- 
rage-Duty had been applied towards re- 
pairing the houſe for quarantain, Cc. 
Whereas thoſe employed in that houſe 

declar- 


- | [ TI 1 
declared upon oath before the commiſ- 
ſioners that no repairs had been made 


there, but on the contrary that a conſide- 
rable quantity of ſtones, which the ma- 


giſtrates had furniſhed for the lazaretto, 


had been by Mr. TJohn/ton's permiſſion 
taken away by his friend Theodere Alexia- 


no, a Greek, (who, though obnoxious to 


the people, was made captain of the port 
of Mahon, and an Engliſb officer greatly 
beloved was diſplaced by Mr. 7hn/ton for 
this purpoſe) and appropriated to the ſaid 
Alexiano's uſe to the prejudice of the 
public, and in diſregard of the aforeſaid 
orders. 


On the 8th of February, 1764, Mr. 
Jobnſton publiſhed, by writing, in the 
ifland, that his Royal Maſter had been 
pleaſed to confirm all their rights and 
privileges, &c. but inſtead of altering his 
arbitrary proceedings he rather increaſed 


them, without any regard to his Majeſty's 
orders; by impoſing new duties, by per- 
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mitting monopolies, eſtanques and other 
exceſſes, which were expreſly contrary 
to the King's orders; by granting pafl- 
ports to foreigners though they had no 
ſhips, which gave a ſuſpicion of his hav- 
ing a private concern; for at the ſame 
time he denied paſſports to natives; and 
he alſo gives the preference to French 
merchants before the Eng/iſh, which is 
very prejudicial to Br:71ſh ſubjects. 


Moreover, Mr. Johnſton employs, in 
the management of the affairs of govern- 
ment, ſeveral perſons formerly employed 
by the French government; and alſo he 
has procured royal grants for undeſerving 
perſons, particularly for one who ſerved 
at Paris as agent againſt Engliſh priva- 
teers during the late war: Mr. Johnston 
recommended this French agent to the 
court of London, and by giving informa- 
tion that the place was vacant, obtained a 
commiſſion from his Majeſty for this 


agent to be advocate - fiſcal in the iſland, 
though 


[13] 

though the former fiſcal had been only 
ſuſpended by Mr, Blakeney ; and his ſuſ- 
penſion was without cauſe, as is mani- 
feſt by the repreſentations made on his 
behalf before his Majeſty and Council, 
which did not come to a determination 
in 1756, on account of the French inva- 
ſion. Mr. Tohn/ton alſo procured the roy- 
al grant of the weight and meaſure of the 
iſland for a Greek, and thereby diſplaced 
a worthy man who, with his father, had 
enjoyed that office many years. 


Mr. Jobnſton did alſo take the liberty 


to make ſome very material alterations 
in the cuſtoms and privileges of health, 
and permitted a new ſeal to be made uſe 
of, and an alteration in the words dt for- 
merly contained; and upon his ſecond ar- 
rival in the iſland he ordered the magiſ- 
trates not to interfere any longer in that 
tender article the health without his privi- 
ty, and obliged them to deliver up the 
regiſters and plates; and a new ſeal being 

made 
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made by his order, he appointed one 
Francis Segui and Syntas, diſtinguiſhed by 
the French for his attachment to their 
intereſt, to the management of this new 
ſeal, and the department of health, or- 
dering the ſecretary of the magiſtrates to 
have no more concern therein. This 
matter being repreſented to his Majeſty 
and Council, an order was made to re- 
ſtore to the magiſtrates the full manage- 
ment of health, and a royal commiſſion 
was iſſued to examine witneſſes about 


this affair. 


The many injurious ſteps taken by 
Mr. Jobnſtion produced very dreadful ef- 
fects in the iſand: The French merchants 
were permitted to export corn and pro- 
viſions during a ſcarcity in the iſland; 
which brought on ſo great a famine that 
the inhabitants were in danger of being 
ſtarved, and did at that time apply to his 
Majeſty and Council for redreſs. 


While 


[ 15 ] 


While the complaints of the iſlanders 
were thus depending, Mr. Johnſton was 
called home, and was required to make 
his anſwers to thoſe complaints exhibited 


againſt him; but it was evident that his 


anſwers were not ſatisfactory; and his 
Majeſty and Council were pleaſed to grant 
a commiſſion to take depoſitions in Mi- 


norca about the matters complained of. 


When Mr. Jobnſton left the iſland Ge- 
neral Crawferd, a gentleman of juſtice 
and honour, ſucceeded in the-command, 
who immediately took the moſt effectual 
means to rectify former irregularities, 
and to put the iſland in a flouriſhing con- 
dition: He aſſured the people that he 
would uſe his intereſt for obtaining from 
the King and Council ſuch orders as 
would anſwer that purpoſe; but theſe 
deſigns could not be executed, that good 
| governor being removed a month after 


by 
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by death to the great lamentation of the 
inhabitants. 


After Mr. Crawford's death Colonel 
Townſhend arrived in the iſland as the 
commander thereof: This gentleman 
was greatly eſteemed and beloved by all 
the people for his juſt proceedings. With 
the approbation of the Court and joy of 
the whole iſland he began the much- 
defired building of the barracks out of 
the yearly revenues of the Efangue on 
Brandy, which, if it had been finiſhed, 
would have removed a great grievance 
to the iſland. 


While the complaints againſt Mr. 
Jvhnſton were depending before the King 
and Council, royal commiſſions were iſ- 
ſued out to examine witneſſes at Minorca. 
He was permitted to return to the iſland, 
and'it was ſuppoſed that his return would 
be diſagreeable and prejudicial to the 

Minor- 


= LO 

Minerquiis, therefore means were uſed 
to -prevent his return, but without ſuc- 
ceſs. After he arrived in the iſland, his 
government was not more mild than for- 
merly, for he diſobeyed the royal or- 
ders. of July 17, 1765, for appointing 
depoſitions. to be taken on both ſides 
within fix months. He made applica- 
tion to the court at London, and petition- 
ed for an indulgence of enlarging the time 
for taking the depoſitions, which was 
granted; but this delay occaſioned a con- 
ſiderable expence to the iſland. 


Soon after Mr. Jabnſton's arrival he or- 
dered the building of the barracks to be 
diſcontinued, though three parts of them 
were finiſhed, and about two thouſand 
pounds expended. 'This ſtop was a great 
loſs to the people, and a diſappointment 
to his Majeſty's ſoldiers, and. alſo will be 
hurtſul to that part of the barracks alrea- 
dy built. He refuſed to pay the Proprie- 
tor of the ground where the barracks are 

| . built 
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built the yearly rent agreed for by his 
predeceſſor, He has occaſioned the ma- 
giſtrates and people to be at unneceſſary 
expences, and ſhews his reſentment for 
their juſt complaints againſt him before 
the King and Council. He is now en- 
deavouring to obtain an indulgence for 
the money he received on account of the 
Eflanque-Duty ; but it may be juſtly ſup- 
poſed that it will appear to be an unjuſt 
and unreaſonable requeſt. And that he 
ſtopt the barracks with an expectation of 
making more money, and of obtaining 
an indulgence, is not without ground of 
ſuſpicion. 

In this ſhort account there is not room 
to mention many of his irregularities, in 
threatning magiſtrates, ' agents and de- 
puties, particularly one of the jurats and 
a ſecretary, now dead; which ſecretary 
in particular had been much threatned 
by him. He alſo ordered the ſecretary 


of the commiſſioners to be impriſoned on 
pretence 


L 19-1 
pretence of having, during the French 
government, forfeited his fidelity as nota- 
ry; but by the ſeveral circumſtances of the 
complaint, it appears to be out of reſent- 
ment for his having taken the depoſitions 
faithfully againſt him. His government 
cannot but be very diſagreeable to the 
Minorquins; for he hath ſhewn his re- 
ſentment to perſons of reyerence and di- 
ſtinction, on points of the greateſt con- 
ſequence. 


The many grievances the iſland labours 
under can only be redreſſed by the good- 
neſs and juſtice of his gracious Majeſty, 


which, as faithful ſubjects, they humbly. 


and earneſtly wait for. A perſon is not 
fit to govern that iſland who ſeems chiefly 
to aim at making money. Nor can the 
| Hland expect any happineſs while French 
aſcendancy prevails in it. But it 1s ap- 
prehended that the moſt effectual means 
to render it happy, would be to reſtore 
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the perſons attached to the Britiſh crown 
to their former ſtations. 


The Minorguins only deſire to be fair- 
ly heard, upon any repreſentations made 
againſt them. Mr. Yobnfton, no doubt, 
has a right to defend himſelf as far as is 
conſiſtent with truth and juſtice : And 
the Mincrquins have the ſame right. Mr. 
hnſten has lately ſent an agent from Mi- 
norca to the court of London; who, it is 
ſaid, 1s commiſſioned to get Mr. John 
Font, his Majeſty's aſſeſſor in Mabon, re- 
moved from that Place, which he has 
enjoyed for thirty years and upwards, by 
virtue of n royal grants. 


The natiyes and inhabitants of Minorca 
have upon Al occaſions diſcovered their 
affection to the Britiſh government, and 
endeavoured to ſupport it from time to 
time. On the delivering up the iſland 


to the Britiſh crown after the late peace, 
Wes Ge- 


[21 ] 
General Lambert being ſtraitned for mo- 
ney for the ſupport of the ſoldiers, was, 
upon the firſt notice, ſapplied by the na- 
tives with the ſum he wanted. When- 
ever the Britih commiſſaries wanted 
corn, the magiſtrates of Mahon ſupplied 
them with it, without the leaſt intereſt : 
But at the time of the ſcarcity of corn in 
the iſland and other places, the Minor- 
quins were unkindly treated ; for they ap- 
plied to Mr. Jobnſton, who refuſed to 
ſpeak in their behalf to the commiſſary: 
But on their own application to him, he 
fold them ſome, but upon very hard 
terms. 


The natives of Minorca are not ſuppoſ- 
ed to be under an arbitrary government, 
for they are to be treated as a free peo- 
ple: Their liberties or their being a free 
people was promiſed to them in the name 
of her Majeſty Queen Ann, and has been 
confirmed. by her royal Succeſſors. They 
have always deſerved the continuance of 

it, 
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it, for they have chearfully given the ſup- 
plies and aſſiſtance required from them, 
beſides the yearly tithes of their lands; 
and the Minorquins have never made any 
complaints but on extraordinary occa- 
ſions, and it is hoped that at this time 
they will not fail of obtaining the deſired 
redreſs of their grievances. 


The military officers are much honour- 
ed, and well paid for their ſervices, and 
therefore they are under juſt obligations 
upon any emergency, to exert themſelves 
to the utmoſt of their power for the 
preſervation of the iſland : But the natives 
have always given their aſſiſtance without 
any pay, and have ſhewn their love and 
attachment to the Britiſb crown; but 
notwithſtanding their good behaviour, it 
may be faid that they are really treated 
like ſlaves under the preſent Commander. 
And it is not to be doubted but his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects the Minorquins will obtain 
relief from a Prince, whoſe great deſire 

| and 
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and endeavour 1s to preſerve the happineſs 
of the meaneſt of his ſubjects. 


There have been above twenty different 
Engliſh commanding officers in Minorca 
for theſe fifty- ſour years paſt : They were 
all acceptable to the people except three 
of them. Complaints were made againſt 
Mr. Anſtruther to the King and Council, 
and he was found guilty of the charges 
laid againſt him, and was therefore 
condemned to refund the monies by him 
miſapplied. The complaints againſt Mr. 
Blakeney were not brought to a concluſion 
on account of the French invaſion of the 
iſland. Mr. Johnſton is the third gover- 
nor againſt whom complaints have been 
made: And it is thought that he hath 
exerciſed his ſeverities even beyond the 
other two, and it will appear that the 
complaints againit him are well ground- 
ed: Though he may be a good officer, 
he has proved a bad governor. 


N. 
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